
Using Flickr.com in Google Earth Projects 
 
Flickr.com is a photo-sharing Web site.  It contains over 2.17 billion photographs, many 
of which can be used in Google Earth files.  But not all images can be used-some users of 
the site place restrictions on how others use their photography.  For example, some 
individuals “stamp” their photography with an “all rights reserved” license-which means 
you cannot use the photograph without asking for permission first. However, some 
photographers are more user-friendly and will allow you to use their photography without 
asking, provided that you cite your use to their Flickr screen name.  This licensing is 
called Creative Commons licensing. 
 

1. Access the Flickr Creative Commons page at:  
(http://www.flickr.com/creativecommons) 

 
2. Four different licensing categories are available and two are appropriate for 

student digital storytelling projects:  Attribution, and Attribution-Non 
Commercial.  Both of these licenses allow use to use the photographers imagery 
as long as you credit your use to their Flickr screen name. 

 
3. To search the Attribution and Attribution-Non Commercial pools of photography, 

click on the See More next to the number of images.  This will enable you to 
access the search page for that particular Creative Commons license. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click here 

http://www.flickr.com/creativecommons


4. Enter your search terms into the search box. 
 

 
 

 

5. Once the search has returned, click on Mo
photography. 
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6. Find the image you want and click on it.  T
photo, and in the upper left corner, you wi
Click on that icon. 

 

Enter a tag here-generally one word,
for example, Everest, or when you 
want to search with two tags, still 
enter it as one word.  For example, 
use mteverest instead of mt. 
everest.  
 

st Interesting-it contains the best 

 

ost interesting-click here to see 
he best photography. 

he photo opens.  Under the name of the 
ll see a magnifying glass with all sizes.  



 
 

Click 
here. 

7. A larger photo will open with a range of available photo sizes.  The best photo 
size for Google Earth projects is the small size (240X180). 

8. Be sure to record the Flickr photographer’s name.  This name will be used to 
properly cite the photographer in your Google Earth project. 

9. Right-click on the image, select properties, and hilite and copy the address.   
 
Note:  the remaining instructions assumes that students are using an online HTML editor, 
such as the editor available from Brookhaven National Laboratory 
(http://www.bnl.gov/itd/htmleditor/apps/). 
 
For a tutorial on how to construct the HTML code necessary to build content in a Google 
Earth placemark, please see: 
 
http://www.jakesonline.org/earth.htm
 

10. Go to the HTML editor insert the cursor where you want the file to be.  Select the 
image tool: 

 

 

Select the image 
tool, this box 
appears. 

http://www.bnl.gov/itd/htmleditor/apps/
http://www.jakesonline.org/earth.htm


 
11. Paste the address in the Image URL window:  Click OK. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

12. The image now appears in the window of the HTML editor. 

 
 

13.   Using the HTML toggle button, open the HTML code.  Copy the code and paste 
it into the Google Earth placemark window.  The first tutorial explains this 
process in detail. 



 
Tutorial Notes:  this tutorial is designed for Google Earth 4.2 operating on a PC 
platform. 
 
This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No 
Derivative Works 3.0 United States License. To view a copy of this license, visit 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/us/ or send a letter to Creative 
Commons, 171 Second Street, Suite 300, San Francisco, California, 94105, USA. 
 
This tutorial created by David Jakes 
 
Contact David at dsjakes@gmail.com
 
Visit The Strength of Weak Ties
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